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Introduction 

Please read this manual before using Afterglow. This manual explains the basics of how to use 

Afterglow, introducing its tools and functions as well as configuration menus, and provides 

concrete examples of how Afterglow may be used during presentations. 

Section 1: Afterglow Tools 

This section introduces the tools available in Afterglow. 

1 Left and Right Panels 

All tools available in Afterglow are shown in the Left and Right Panels of Screen 1. 

 

Screen 1 
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Selecting a function 

To select a function, place the light-point of the laser pointer over the icon corresponding to the 

desired function for about 1-2 seconds. (A square dotted box will appear around the selected 

item; holding the pointer in place for another second will then render the item selected.)  

 

The Left Panel (the panel appearing on the left in Screen 1) 

 

 

In this panel are displayed the various available tools and functions of Afterglow. 

The Left Panel is by default hidden, but may be made visible by pointing the laser at the tab on 

the right edge of the panel. The Left Panel is automatically hidden when deselected. 
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The Right Panel (the panel appearing on the right in Screen 1) 

 

 

The most frequently used tools and functions of Afterglow are displayed in the Right Panel. The 

Right Panel may be configured to automatically hide when deselected. 

Note: See section 2 for help on Settings (Settings Menu Panel). 

2 Drawing Styles 

Afterglow supports three different drawing styles: ñpenò, ñmarkerò and ñsamuraiò. Each of these 

styles allows text and lines to be drawn on the screen. 
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3 pen 

 

Text and lines can be drawn on the screen with the pen function, which is selectable from both 

the Left and Right Panels. 
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4 marker 

 

The marker by default draws thicker lines and letters than the pen function, and is useful for 

emphasizing things on the screen. The marker function is available from the Left Panel. 

(Example) 
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5 samurai  

 

Lines drawn with the samurai pen have the appearance of brush strokes. This function is 

available in the Left Panel. 

(Example) 
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6 Adjusting the line thickness 

 

The line thickness of letters and lines may be changed by pointing the laser at ñ+ò or ñ-ñ of the 

ñwidthò item in the Left Panel. Holding the pointer over ñ+ò will cause the line thickness to 

gradually increase, while holding the pointer over ñ-ñ will cause the line thickness to gradually 

decrease. 

7 Adjusting the line color 

Having selected a drawing style, e.g., ñpenò, the line color is easily changed by pointing the laser 

at ñcolor selectorò in the Left Panel. 

 

8 Partial erase with the eraser function 

 

Parts of a drawing or text may be erased in the same way as with an actual eraser, by selecting 

ñeraserò in the Right Panel and moving the laser pointer across the area to be erased. 

9 Erasing the entire screen 
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Any lines and letters drawn on the screen may be erased in their entirety by selecting òcleanò 

from the Right Panel. 

10 Automatic cleaning of the screen 

 

Setting ñauto-cleanò in the Right Panel to ñONò will cause the entire screen to be erased 

automatically if there is no activity for 3 seconds. If the ñauto-cleanò option is set to ñOFFò, the 

auto-clean function is deactivated and all lines are left as is on the screen. The default at first 

launch of Afterglow is that ñauto-cleanò is ñONò. 

11 Mouse function 

 

 

 

 

If the function ñmouseò is selected, the laser pointer may be used like a mouse pointer. A mouse 

click is effected by holding the laser pointed at an application for 1-2 seconds. 

12 Mouse menu 

 

With the ñmouseò function in operation, effecting a mouse click by pointing the laser at the screen 

or an application for 1-2 seconds, and then holding the pointer there for another second prompts 

a mouse menu to appear. In this mouse menu various mouse operations may be executed. 

1-click function 

If the leftmost function in the mouse menu is selected, a single left-click action is effected. 
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2-click function 

Selecting the second leftmost function from the mouse menu prompts a double-click action, 

causing the selected application or file to open. 

 

R-click function 

Selecting the center mouse menu option corresponds to right-clicking the selected application or 

file, bringing up the menu shown below. 

 

The drag function 

Selecting the second rightmost mouse menu option enables dragging of the selected application 

or file to an arbitrary location on the screen. This is useful for example to drag a file from the 

screen to a ñlauncherò in the Left Panel. 

 

The scroll function 

The rightmost item in the mouse menu effects a scroll action when selected. With this function, 

the screen at which the laser is pointed may be scrolled up and down. This is useful for example 

when Word or Excel is open, or to scroll a web page. 
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13 Back function 

 

Selecting the ñbackò function in Afterglow while viewing a PowerPoint slideshow causes a jump 

to the previous slide. 

 

14 Next function 

 

Selecting the ñnextò function in Afterglow while viewing a PowerPoint slideshow causes a jump 

forward to the following slide. 

 

Selecting the ñbackò function [13] or the ñnextò function [14] when PowerPoint is not in slideshow 

mode initiates slideshow mode. 

15 Interrupting a slideshow or video 

 

If ñstopò is selected during a PowerPoint slideshow, the slideshow is interrupted. If it is selected 

during a video playback, the playback is interrupted. 

16 Laser pointer function 
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Selecting ñlaserò returns the laser pointer to its default mode as a pointer. In this mode the 

pointer does not operate as a mouse or a writing implement, but as a normal laser pointer 

projecting a point of light on the screen. 

17 Quick launch function 

 

Up to three applications may be registered in the ñlauncherò functions in the Left Panel. This is 

useful for example for quick-launching a PowerPoint presentation. To register an application, 

drag & drop the file to be registered to the desired launcher. To delete a registered file, right-click 

it with the mouse function and select ñDeleteò from the popup menu. 

However, in Windows XP video files registered in a launcher sometimes fail to launch. 

If you encounter this problem, try the following: 

1. Right-click the desktop and select Properties 

2. Open the Settings tab in the Display Properties dialog 

3. Click the Advanced button 

4. Open the Troubleshoot tab 

5. Move the hardware acceleration slider to the far left 

6. Click Apply and then OK 

 

 (Example) Registered functions 

 

Section 2: Configuration Panel 
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The Configuration Panel is by default hidden in the lower left corner of the screen, and can be 

made visible by pointing the laser at the attached tab. It is automatically hidden when inactive. 

The 5 functions in the Configuration Panel are as follows. 

1 ñcamera settingò 

Select the ñcameraò function in the event that the laser pointer is not operating smoothly or there 

are problems related to the drawing function. Selecting this function launches the Laser Light 

Detection Screen (Screen 2), where the laser will be automatically reconfigured. 

[Screen 2] (Laser Light Detection Screen) 

 

2 ñcalibrationò 

The ñcalibrationò tool may be used if Afterglow fails to recognize a webcam, or the laser pointer is 

not operating smoothly, or if there are problems with the drawing function. Selecting this function 

will launch the Quick Start Screen (Screen 3) and the camera will be automatically reset and 

Tab 
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recognized. Next, clicking ñstartò on Screen 3 to launch the Laser Light Detection Screen (Screen 

2) initiates a recalibration of the laser to adapt it to the new settings.  

[Screen 3] (Quick Start Screen) 
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3 ñoptionò 

Selecting ñoptionò launches the screen below, where the default settings for the level of 

transparency of the Left and Right Panels in the ñdefaultò and ñselectedò states may be altered 

to the preferred settings. 

 

 

A setting of 100% corresponds to total opacity, and the lower the percentage the more 

transparent the panels are. 

Checking the ñLock Panelò box will cancel automatic hiding of the Right Panel, causing it to 

remain displayed on the screen at all times. 

The slider at the bottom of the ñoptionò screen may be used to set the laser detection speed of 

the panels. Recommended setting is ñ1ò, giving the quickest response. 

  

Laser detection speed setting  



18 

 

 

4 ñaboutò 

Product information and development information related to Afterglow is displayed if selecting 

the ñaboutò item. 

 

5 ñquitò 

Select ñquitò to exit Afterglow.   
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Section 3: System Tray Icon 

 

 

The system tray icon may be found in the lower right corner of the screen. Right-clicking the 

system tray icon brings up a menu. 

 

 

 

The two functions associated with this icon are as follows. 

1 Exit 

Exit Afterglow. 

2 Toggle Panel Visible 

The tabs of the Left and Right Panels may be switched off and on by selecting Toggle Panel 

Visible. When the tabs are hidden, none of the functions in the panels can be used, including 

the pen function etc. All functions can be used again if the tabs are toggled back to Visible. 
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Section 4: The Basics of Afterglow 

This section explains the basic functions of Afterglow, like drawing and erasing on the screen, in 

somewhat more detail. 

1  Drawing lines 

Hold down the button of the laser pointer, direct it at the screen so that a point of light appears on 

the screen, then move it across the screen to draw a line.  

2  Writing characters 

Characters may be drawn in the same way as lines. To produce clean characters, hold the wrist 

fixed and use the elbow as a base point for the movement of the arm and pointer.  

 

Note: Use moderate speed when drawing, as quick motions of the laser pointer may not register, 

in which case the line will not be drawn. 

3 Erasing characters and lines 

To partially erase characters or lines: 

Use the ñeraserò function. Point the laser at the ñeraserò icon in the Left Panel for 1-2 seconds. 

The laser pointer will then become an eraser, so that tracing a line previously drawn with the 

laser will erase the line. 

 

To erase all characters and lines drawn on the screen 

Use the ñcleanò function. Point the laser at the ñcleanò icon in the Right Panel for 1-2 seconds. 

Then all characters and lines drawn on the screen will be simultaneously erased. 
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Section 5: Using Afterglow with PowerPoint 

Afterglow can be used in conjunction with Microsoft PowerPoint (2003 and 2007 versions). Here 

a real-life scenario is introduced as an explicit example of making a presentation with 

Afterglow. 

1 Starting up from the ñlauncherò 

Up to 3 files can be registered for Quick Start in the launchers in the upper part of the Left Panel. 

If the PowerPoint file is registered in a launcher in advance, it can be opened directly from the 

panel. 

 

2 Starting up with the mouse function 

Set the laser pointer to ñmouseò operation and point it at the file to be opened for 3 seconds. The 

mouse menu (Screen 4) will appear. Select the ñ2-clickò option will then open the file.  

Screen 4 
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3 Starting the slideshow 

After launching PowerPoint, the slideshow may be started by holding the laser pointer over the 

ñnextò (or ñbackò) icon for about 1-2 seconds. 

 

4 Advancing a slide 

Holding the laser pointed at the ñnextò icon for 1-2 seconds advances the slideshow one slide. 

 

 

Note: If the laser pointer is set to mouse operation during a slideshow, then holding the laser 

pointed at the same spot for 1-2 seconds prompts a jump to the next slide. 

5 Drawing lines on a slide 

Please refer to section 4, ñThe Basics of Afterglowò. 

Note: Characters drawn on a slide during a slideshow will not appear on any other slides. 

6 Going back a slide 

Holding the laser pointed at the ñbackò icon for 1-2 seconds prompts a jump to the previous slide. 

 

7 Exiting the slideshow 

Holding the laser pointed at the ñstopò icon for 1-2 seconds exits the slideshow. 
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When advancing from the last slide of the slideshow, the slideshow is automatically exited. 
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Section 6: Working with video playback 

This section illustrates with an example how to use Afterglow with presentations containing video 

playback. 

1. Register the video in the ñlauncherò 

Up to 3 files can be registered for Quick Start in the launchers in the upper part of the Left Panel. 

Register the video files in the launchers in advance. 

 

 

2. Playing the video 

Hold the laser pointed at the video file icon for 1-2 seconds to start playback of the video. Only 

the *.wmv file format is supported. 

3. Interrupting video playback 

Press  the ESC key, or hold the laser pointed at the ñstopò icon for 1-2 seconds, to interrupt 

video playback. 
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Section 7: Troubleshooting 

1. Video playback not working properly 

Playback may fail to run smoothly if your computer does not match the speed and memory 

requirements. Please use a computer with sufficient memory and speed. 

 

Playback may also fail to run smoothly if the Windows video accelerator configuration is incorrect. 

If this should be the case, please follow the steps below. 

 

Select Screen Properties from the Windows Control Panel and open the Settings tab. 
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Click the Advanced button and open the Troubleshoot tab. 

 

 

 

Move the Hardware acceleration slider from the center towards the left (max 3 out of 6 steps). 

2. To start using immediately 

 Uncheck the ñShow on startupò box in the webcam reconfiguration settings (see section 2)ה

 In the ñoptionò screen of Section 2, check the ñSkip Transform Setting on Startò boxה

3. Hiding the operation panels 

Hide the panels by selecting the toggle menu item in section 3. 

 


